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Director’s Message 

My apologies for being a bit tardy with getting you the 
news of APWA this month. August is always a busy 
month with APWA Chapters and Branches having Golf 
outings to benefit Scholarships. I wish I could be at eve-
ry one of them in order to give a BIG THANKYOU to 
the participants, the vendors, and the volunteers that 
give of their time so that members can have a good 
time. I have made a couple and I do as I suggested and I 
hope all the Chapter Leaders do the same.  

Of course, Chapter Leaders have a plethora of sources 
that provide information to you many times during the 
month. The various departments of APWA do a great 
job of assembling pertinent information so that I can 
provide all of you the latest. Sometimes this information 
becomes redundant but I hope not boring.  

I think by now the APWA world is aware that President
-elect Jill Marilley has resigned  and the Board of AP-
WA interviewed two candidates that serve on the Board 
and elected David L. Lawry as President-Elect. He 
serves in that role for three weeks before taking the 
reins of the Presidency of APWA. Dave is a past Region 
V Director and most recently was Director-at-Large for 
Engineering and Technology. For you policy wonks, the 
process was conducted in concert with Article V 

Section 2 of the APWA By-Laws.  

Another fun thing occurred for me this month  as the 
City Mayor of where I retired asked me to participate in 

the ribbon cutting of a new road opening that got started 
when I was City Engineer. 

I do know that some Chapters e-mail this Newsletter to 
the Chapter members and some place it on the Chapter 
website. Of course, the idea is to inform. I have found 
the more I see something the better I am to remember it. 
This newsletter has several items relating to activities at 
PWX. 

I think we all know PWX starts on August 26 but for the 
Council of Chapter Delegates, the meetings start on Au-
gust 24. 

The Region V Delegates Meeting will be held on Satur-
day, August 25th from 9:15 AM to 12:00 PM at the 
Kansas City Marriott Hotel. I believe it to be in Room 
Julia Lee B. Please confirm when you get there. 

At PWX we have a new session format called “Dare to 
Ask.”  It is set up so that the audience can gain perspec-
tive on new challenging issues. The three 2018 PWX 
sessions are: 

• “Women and Men Working Together” - 9:45-11:00, 
August 27th 

• “Automated Vehicles” - 2:00-2:50, August 28 

• “What It Really Takes To Be Resilient” - 2:00-2:50, 
August 28 

For those of you that have an interest in welcoming an 
international attendee, you can be a PWX Ambassador 
and be paired with the International Attendee. It is flexi-
ble and interesting. Sign up by sending an email to Lillie 
Yvette Salinas  lsalinas@apwa.net. More on this can be 
found on page 3 of this newsletter. 

Do it now! 

There is much more at the end of this newsletter advis-
ing you of the many technical educational sessions be-
ing offered at PWX. 

I hope to see many of you in Kansas City! 

 

Canadian Public Works Association (CPWA) 

On July 18, APWA and CPWA hosted a U.S.-Canada Infra-
structure Roundtable in Washington, D.C., for policymak-
ers from the U.S. and Canada to exchange ideas about 
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the important topic of infrastructure. The event featured 
Mr. Grover Burthey, United States Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Transportation Policy, and eight members of 
the U.S. Congress and Canadian Parliament. APWA Presi-
dent Bo Mills welcomed participants, and APWA/CPWA 
Executive Director Scott Grayson moderated the discus-
sion. The event was sponsored by the U.S. House Public 
Works and Infrastructure Caucus. The following members 
of the U.S. Congress and Canadian Parliament participat-
ed: 

The Honourable Steven Blaney, Member of Parlia-
ment from Quebec 

Congresswoman Elizabeth Esty from Connecticut 
Mr. Ted Falk, Member of Parliament from Manitoba 
Congressman Brian Higgins, New York 
Congressman Rick Larsen from Washington 
Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence, Michigan 
Congresswoman Grace Napolitano, California 
Mr. Terry Sheehan, Member of Parliament from On-

tario 
On July 18, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau unveiled a 
larger cabinet, shuffling eleven existing members of 
the cabinet into new posts or responsibilities and cre-
ating portfolios for five new ministers. The shuffle 
comes with a focus on international trade, removing 
barriers to interprovincial trade, and fighting climate 
change ahead of the October 2019 general election. 
Quebec MP François-Philippe Champagne, formerly 
minister of international trade, was appointed minis-
ter of infrastructure and communities, responsible for 
continuing implementation of the Government’s in-
frastructure investment plan. Alberta MP Amarjeet 
Sohi, formerly Minister of Infrastructure and Commu-
nities, was appointed Minister of Natural Resources 
and will be responsible for overseeing the Govern-
ment’s interests in the controversial Trans Mountain 
pipeline project. Manitoba MP Jim Carr, was appoint-
ed Minister of International Trade Diversification. The 
new emphasis on diversification comes amid trade ten-
sions with the United States. 
 
The Government of Canada has yet to sign bilateral 
agreements for Phase II infrastructure funding with the 
provinces of Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Ed-
ward Island, and Saskatchewan. 

North American Free Trade Agreement negotiations 
resumed recently, after stalling in the wake of U.S.-
imposed tariffs on steel and aluminum from Canada 
and Mexico and the lead-up to Mexico’s July 1 presi-
dential election. Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Chrystia Freeland was in Mexico City July 25th to meet 
with officials from the incoming and outgoing Mexican 

administrations. On July 26, Mexican Economy Minis-
ter Ildefonso Guajardo was in Washington, D.C., to 
meet with U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer. 

 
Center for Sustainability 

In the Know - C4S continues to highlight sustainable 
practices monthly on APWA’s home page. Recent “In 
the Know” examples have included: 

• August 2018—Durham, NC debuts Sustainability 
Roadmap and invites resident participation 

• June 2018—Saskatoon, SK Talks Trash: Recom-
mends Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT) Program 

• May 2018 – St.  Louis, MO rolls out bike sharing 

Feel free to share your ‘tips and practices for a more 
sustainable future’ – contact Anne Jackson ajack-
son@apwa.net. 

Sustainability Blog - C4S has identified monthly 
themes to guide its highlights of sustainability-related 
events, tools, and resources throughout the year. Visit 
the C4S Sustainability Works blog for more infor-
mation.               

Chapter Outreach - C4S hosts quarterly conference 
calls for Chapter Sustainability Liaisons. At the most 
recent call on June 26th, the following chapters partici-
pated: Iowa, Mid-Atlantic, and Minnesota.  

Calls for Chapter Sustainability Liaisons are sched-
uled for the remainder of 2018 as follows: 

• Tuesday September 25, 2018, at 4:00 p.m. ET 

• Tuesday December 11, 2018, at 4:00 p.m. ET 

For more information, contact Anne Jack-
son ajackson@apwa.net. 

C4S Sustainability Toolkit - Check out the 
C4S Sustainability Toolkit (accessible from the C4S 
Resources page or  http://
sustainabilitytoolkit.apwa.net/). Have a resource you’d 
like to contribute? Contact Anne Jack-
son ajackson@apwa.net. 

Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI) - Envi-
sion v3 Now Available! In April, ISI announced the 
launch of Envision v3. This new version is the result of 
a multi-year collaborative process that involved tech-
nical experts from across the United States and Cana-
da. Envision v3 integrates emerging industry trends 
and continues to push the leading edge of sustainable 
practices. The new guidance manual is now available 
on the ISI website. The last day to register a project for 
verification under Envision v2 is December 31, 2018. 
Currently registered projects that have not already be-
gun the verification process may switch to verification 
under v3 with the launch of ISI’s new website in July. 
New v3project registrations will also open at that time. 
Projects registered to pursue verification under Envi-
sion v2 will be required to complete the verification 
process by not later than December 31, 2020.  
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Recently announced Envision Project Awards: 

• University Pointe Boulevard, Charlotte, North Caroli-
na 

• Projet de corridor du nouveau pont Champlain/New 
Champlain Bridge Corridor Project, Montreal, Que-
bec.  

International Affairs Committee 

 

2018 PWX Ambassador Program - In an effort to welcome 
international attendees to the 2018 PWX, we are looking 
for APWA members for the PWX Ambassador program. 
This program will allow international attendees to be 
paired up with APWA members (“ambassador”). The goal 
is to help the international attendee network with fellow 
public works professionals and provide a better overall 
PWX experience.  

Why Should You Become Involved? 

• The PWX Ambassador program is flexible, and you 
and your international attendee can work out the 
particulars so that it works with your PWX sched-
ules. 

• The PWX Ambassador program allows you to 
share your expertise with an international 
attendee and to foster new international profes-
sional relationships. 

Participation as an Ambassador involves: 

CONNECTING with the international attendee at 
least once before PWX via e-mail or phone. 

ATTENDING the Opening General Session, Get 
Acquainted Party and International Reception 
with the international PWX attendee. 

MEETING with the international attendee at least 
once on-site at PWX (coffee, attend an educa-
tional session together; visit their booth [if 
they are an exhibitor]; have them attend your 
chapter dinner) based on their interest and 
your schedules. 

HELPING the international attendee network at 
PWX by introducing him or her to some of 
your colleagues. 

REMAINING available to your international 
attendee throughout PWX as they have ques-
tions about the host city, PWX program, or 
any other issues that might arise.  

Our ambassadors assist international attendees with 
PWX-related questions and tips for making the most 
of their PWX experience.  

If you have questions about the PWX Ambassador 
program, please contact Lillie Yvette Salinas at lsalin-
as@apwa.net. 

 

Government Affairs 
The House is in recess for the month of August and 
will return to Washington, D.C., on September 4, 
2018. The Senate will be in session most of August 
with only a very abbreviated recess August 6-10, 2018. 
The Senate will be focusing its legislative efforts on 
fiscal year (FY) 2019 appropriations, judicial nomina-
tions, and reauthorization of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, among other items. The current fiscal 
year expires September 30, 2018. To date, no FY 2019 
appropriations bills have been passed by Congress and 
sent to President Trump to sign into law. The need for 
a continuing resolution is highly likely to keep the 
federal government funded and fully operating when 
FY 2019 begins on October 1, 2018. To stay apprised 
of what is happening on Capitol Hill, be sure to check 
out Advocacy News at www.apwa.net, follow APWA 
Government Affairs on Twitter @APWAGOVAFFAIRS, 
and read the APWA Washington Report.  

APWA Board member Kathleen Davis, and APWA Gov-
ernment Affairs Director Andrea Eales met with the Fed-
eral Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Acting Adminis-
trator Brandye Hendrickson in Washington, D.C., on Au-
gust 1. APWA Executive Director Scott Grayson and An-
drea Eales previously met with Acting Administrator Hen-
drickson in May where discussion focused on the Every 
Day Counts initiative and the multiple initiatives APWA 
and FHWA work on together to include participation in the 
Executive Leadership Group for Transportation Incident 
Management, the Road to Zero coalition, and the Local 
Technical Assistance Program.  

APWA NEEDS YOUR STORIES! Please remember to Tell 
Your Story through the APWA “Tell Your Story” project. 
Simply go to www.apwa.net and click on “Tell Your Story,” 
which is located under the Government Affairs tab. A “Tell 
Your Story” booth will also be set up during PWX in Kansas 
City, which takes place August 26-29. Telling your story 
only takes a few minutes and is so helpful in allowing oth-
ers to learn from peer successes, challenges, and experi-
ences in educating and advocating for public works.   

The Advocacy Task Force for the APWA Council of Chap-
ters is still seeking chapter recommendations for one 
member from each chapter to be an APWA “Advocacy 
Ambassador.” The purpose of the “Advocacy Ambassa-
dors” project is to establish a grassroots network of APWA 
members throughout all APWA chapters who will promote 
APWA’s public policy priorities, advocacy resources, and 
help lead efforts to engage all the chapters in advocating 

mailto:lsalinas@apwa.net
mailto:lsalinas@apwa.net
http://www.apwa.net
https://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/Government_Affairs/Tell_Your_Story/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Govt_Affairs/TellYourStory/TellYourStory.aspx?hkey=19a0132c-cc42-4dde-a96b-f3f88e75574
https://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/Government_Affairs/Tell_Your_Story/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Govt_Affairs/TellYourStory/TellYourStory.aspx?hkey=19a0132c-cc42-4dde-a96b-f3f88e75574
http://www.apwa.net
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for public works at the local, state and federal levels. This 
effort will support the APWA strategic priority of being 
“the voice of public works to government leaders and 
media.” Please submit your chapter’s recommendation 
to Paul Ryckbost (paul.ryckbost@guernsey.us), chair of 
the Advocacy Task Force and Oklahoma chapter delegate, 
or Lisa Rapp (lrapp@lakewoodcity.org), chair for the AP-
WA Government Affairs Committee, Advocacy Task Force 
member, and Southern California chapter delegate.    

If you have any questions about APWA Government 
Affairs activities and priorities, please contact Andrea 
Eales, at 202-218-6730 or aeales@apwa.net 

 

Education and Credentialing 

Accreditation - Accreditation site visits for University 
Park, Texas, and Corinth, Texas, were held in July. 
Both agencies were well-prepared as demonstrated 
with a combined 704 practices receiving full compli-
ance ratings on their respective practices and four 
model practices.   
Re-accreditation site visits in Overland Park, Kansas, 
(evaluator-led), Hillsborough County, Florida, (staff-
led) and Plano, Texas, (evaluator-led) all went extreme-
ly well.  Results were not available in time for inclusion 
in highlights.   

Upcoming August site visits include: 

•Accreditation – City of Columbus Consolidated, Geor-
gia 

•Re-accreditation – Village of Libertyville, Illinois 

Upcoming Self-Assessment workshops are scheduled 
for: 

•August 13 – City of Henderson, Nevada, Utility Depart-
ment 

•September 10 – City of St. Petersburg, Florida 

Certifications - The new certification program is on 
schedule to launch August 2018. The deadline wais Au-
gust 11 for submitting eligibility applications take the 
test at PWX.  Information on the new certification pro-
gram is now available at www.apwa.net/certification 

The existing APWA certification programs continue to 
grow. The next testing block is September 17-20, 2018. 
If you would like more information on the CPII (Certified 
Public Infrastructure Inspector), the CPFP (Certified Pub-
lic Fleet Professional) or the CSM (Certified Stormwater 

Manager), please contact certification@apwa.net. 

DCS - The DCS credentialing program will end August 
2018. All those previously credentialed through DCS will 
continue to be recognized. No new applicants have 
been accepted into the program since August 2016.  

Fifteen candidates continue to work toward graduating 
by the 2018 PWX under the current program require-
ments.  

 

Click, Listen & Learn - A recording of the July Click, Listen 
& Learn webinar on the Kansas DOT & Local Governments 
Prioritizing Safety Projects is now available in the Mem-
bers' Library. For more information on APWA Click, Listen 
& Learn programs, please contact Katherine Anderson at 
kanderson@apwa.net.  

Conferences – 2019 North American Snow Conference 
and PWA - 2019 Call for Presentations now open! Share 
your knowledge, experience, and vision for the future by 
submitting a proposal to speak at the 2019 North Ameri-
can Snow Conference, which will be held in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, May 19-22, 2019, or for the 2019 PWX, which will 
be held in Seattle, Washington, September 8-11, 2019. 
These highly anticipated annual conferences provide edu-
cation and solutions for public works professionals and 
those who support them. The Snow Conference submis-
sion deadline is September 14, 2018. The deadline for 
PWX submissions is October 22, 2018. Visit 
www.apwa.net. Click on "Conferences," then on "Call for 
Presentations." 

APWA eLearning Portal - APWA’s eLearning Portal allows 
our members to access their eLearning purchases, view 
content, complete evaluations and track and report their 
progress from almost any digital device. Courses are 
available for sale through the APWA online store and 
can be purchased individually or in a program bundle at 
a discounted price! For more information, contact 
Heather DelaCruz at hdelacruz@apwa.net. 

Construction Inspection 201: Project Management  

Ethics for Public Works Professionals 

Ethics for Public Works Supervisors 

Public Works Math 101: Calculating Concrete and Asphalt 

 
Emerging Leaders Academy - The application deadline 
for 2018-2019 ELA is quickly approaching. The submis-
sion deadline is Friday, August 17, 2018. Applications can 
be accessed via the ELA webpage at:  www.apwa.net/
emergingleaders. 

Take a look at the latest ELA marketing video here and 

 PWS PWM PWE TOTAL 

Current DCS Candidates 7 20 19 46 

mailto:paul.ryckbost@guernsey.us
mailto:lrapp@lakewoodcity.org
mailto:aeales@apwa.net
http://www.apwa.net/certification
mailto:certification@apwa.net
mailto:kanderson@apwa.net
http://www.apwa.net
mailto:hdelacruz@apwa.net
http://www.apwa.net/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/CIPM.aspx
https://www.apwa.net/MYAPWA/MyApwa/Apwa_Public/Education_and_Events/Math_for_PW.aspx
http://www.apwa.net/emergingleaders
http://www.apwa.net/emergingleaders
https://youtu.be/syy85LlqlkM
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feel free to share with others. For questions about ELA or 
for more information, contact Deanne Cross at 
dcross@apwa.net. 

Public Works Institutes - The updated Public Works Ad-
ministration: Supervision and Management book (Yellow 
Book) is now available for purchase in the APWA 
Bookstore. This book supports Units 1-5 of the Public 
Works Institute curriculum. Public Works Administration: 
Operations book (Blue Book) will be available at PWX 
2018. This publication covers Units 6-11 of the Public 
Works Institute curriculum.  

The Public Works Institute Forum at PWX is currently 
scheduled for Monday, August 27, 2018, from 3-4:30 
p.m. All chapter Public Works Institute contacts and those 
interested in learning how their chapter can start a PWI 
are encouraged to attend. 

Per a professional development committee recommenda-
tion, we will also start work on a series of video vignettes 
geared toward helping chapters start their own institute, 
helping current institutes address common challenges, 
and helping to sustain institutes. We hope to begin releas-
ing videos within this series beginning in Fall 2018. 

Top Tech - In support of APWA's 2018 Top Tech initiative, 
a new webinar series called Talking Top Tech kicked off 
in June. This series will be a panel discussion format and 
will focus on looking at each of the identified 2018 Top 
Techs through different lenses, including public works, 
industry, policy and legislation, and international.  The 
webinar series schedule is as follows: 

• September 13, 2018 - Talking Top Tech: Geographic 
Information System (GIS)/Mapping  

• October 11, 2018 - Talking Top Tech: Unmanned Air-
craft Systems (UAS)/Drones  

• December 6, 2018 - Talking Top Tech: Global Position-
ing System (GPS)/Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) 

If you have suggestions for speakers for any of these pro-
grams, please contact Rita Cassida, education manager, at 
rcassida@apwa.net 
 
Tech Talk —A Quick List of Ongoing Projects from 
the APWA Technical Committees 
 
August Highlighted Committees 
 
Asset Management Task Force - Talking Top Tech: 
Asset Management Edition is available in the APWA 
Members’ Library and on YouTube.  This program is a 
look at asset management through the perspective of 
different lenses, including public works, consultants, and 
international.  Leaders in each field will participate in a 
panel discussion and answer APWA member questions.  

Asset Management Task Force Chair Toby Rickman 
participated on the panel along with Chris Champion, 
Jeff Claus, Darwin Durnie, and Hesha Gamble. 
 
Leadership and Management Committee - Starting in 
August, Leadership & Management Committee mem-
bers and knowledge team members will be seeking vol-
unteers from each of the other APWA technical commit-
tees to begin the process of developing benchmarks and 
standards for their associated technical disciplines. Tech-
nical committees should discuss this at their August or 
PWX meeting and seek one to two volunteers from their 
membership to work on this project over the course of 
the next year. 
 
********************************************* 
 
Emergency Management Committee - Mark your cal-
endars to attend the Jam Session: Trending Topics in 
Emergency Management on Monday, August 27th, 9:45 
a.m. - 11:00 a.m.   
 
What are the trending topics facing public works emer-
gency preparation and response? Think about the last 
disaster in your area. How could the affected communi-
ties have been better prepared? What is the role of public 
works in the preparation and in the response? Sit down 
for a meaningful conversation about helping our com-
munities become more resilient. 
 
Engineering & Technology - The Engineering and 
Technology Committee is currently working on future 
Reporter articles pertaining to drones, machine learning, 
and trending technologies.  The committee is also pre-
paring to host their program at PWX, “Enhancing the 
Power of Public Works through Asset Management 
Parts1, 2, and 3”:   
 

Part 1:  Concept and Goals – Public Works Asset  
Part 3:  Establishing the Financial Decision-Making 
Framework Management  
Part 2:  Developing Maintenance Strategies Using 
CMMS and GIS 

 
Facilities and Grounds Committee - The Facilities and 
Grounds Committee is excited to host a HAPPY HOUR 
JAM: A Certificate Program Imagined. The session will 
be a discussion focused on what skills are needed within 
the field of Facilities and Grounds Management. The 
committee will use the discussion to create a certificate 
program.  
 
Fleet Services Committee - The Fleet Services Com-
mittee will release new editions of the APWA Equip-
ment Code and Spec Writing 101 at PWX 2018. 
 
Small Cities/Rural Communities Committee –  Based 
on the record number of responses to its annual member-
ship survey in April, the committee has identified dis-
cussion topics for the SC/RC Town Hall program at 
PWX. Topics include:  asset management, community 

mailto:dcross@apwa.net
mailto:rcassida@apwa.net
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relations, HR/personnel, generational diversity in the 
workplace/succession planning, funding, technology 
(GIS), technology (non-GIS).  
 
In the past this program was a ticketed event; however, 
with the hope of welcoming more attendees to the event 
and the generosity of Cartegraph as the program spon-
sor, it will be an open event this year. Any professional 
working within communities of a population of 100,000 
or less is welcome to attend.  
             
Solid Waste Management Committee - - The Solid 
Waste Committee is preparing to host the “Resiliency in 
Solid Waste During Natural Disasters” workshop at 
PWX. The workshop will prepare attendees to recognize 
and plan for circumstances that interrupt solid waste dur-
ing a natural disaster, as well as implement best manage-
ment practices for disaster recovery and debris manage-
ment. 
 
Transportation Committee - There will be some great 
transportation education sessions at PWX this year.  
Some of them are: 
 
August 27, 2018 

Unpaved Road Safety   2:00 ‐ 2:50 p.m. 

Communicating Safety to Elected Officials   4:00 ‐ 4:50 
p.m. 

Four Part Series on the Use of Liquids 

Part 1 – 9:45 - 11:00 a.m. 

Part 2 – 2:00 - 2:50 p.m. 

Part 3 – 3:00 - 3:50 p.m. 

Part 4 – 4:00 - 4:50 p.m.  

 
August 28, 2018 - LIGHTNING ROUND: KC Streetcar: 
The Owner, the Operator, the Advocate     9:45 ‐ 11:00 
a.m. 
Dare to Ask Session: Automated Vehicles: Potential 
Safety Issues Impacting Local Public Agencies   2:00 ‐ 
2:50 p.m. 
The Power of Data‐Driven Safety Analysis (DDSA)    
4:00 ‐ 4:50 p.m. 
 
Utilities & Public Rights-of-Way - The Utilities & 
Public Rights-of-Way Committee has been exceptionally 
busy as we approach PWX. We have 4 presentations 
planned from our 3 subcommittees: 
 
The Construction Practices, the Damage Prevention and 
the Right-of-Way Management subcommittees will each 
have at least one presentation. Together with this, we 
have presented articles for the August issue of the Re-
porter. 
 
Additionally, we are inspiring chapter leaders to create 
UPROW committees within the various chapters across 
the country. A Click, Listen & Learn presentation was 
recently made and is available in our Library to assist in 
developing these committees. 

We continue to review and comment on federal and lo-
cal issues as they develop, assisting Sean Garcia, our 
government affairs manager, when needed.  
 
As you can see, UPROW is active in the industry and in 
your community. Our subcommittees are open to those 
interested in the topics mentioned above and others that 
remain unmentioned. If you’re interested, contact Al 
Field, committee chair, or Rita Cassida, committee liai-
son. 
 
Water Resources Management - Don’t miss the 
Stormwater Summit at PWX, scheduled on Monday and 
Tuesday, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.  The themes are Flooding & 
Resiliency and Operations and Maintenance. Day One 
will feature a Panel Discussion: Resiliency in the Wake 
of Water-Driven Disasters 4:10 - 5:00 p.m. 
  
Recent history demonstrates the challenges public works 
professionals face when nature throws a curve ball. This 
panel discussion will focus on the opportunities created 
for development of sustainable and resilient water sys-
tem infrastructure, through recovery measures and ulti-
mate rehabilitation/repair of water systems. The panel 
will include representatives from Emergency Manage-
ment and Water Resources technical committees along 
with FEMA staff. Climate impacts require sustainable 
strategies to protect our communities and to recover 
from potential impacts of water-driven emergencies. 
 
Meetings 
 

PWX 2018  & National Equipment Roadeo: Come explore 
The Power of Public Works! 

 National Equipment Roadeo: Participant opportunities 
still available! This year’s roadeo will offer 3 events: 
Technician’s Competition, Backhoe/Mini Excavator Com-
petition and a Skidsteer Competition. The deadline for 
chapters to register their participants expired on June 30. 
After June 30, available slots will be available to other 
competitors. Competitors must be registered by 8/24/18. 

 Upcoming Events: 

2019 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, May 19-
22, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

PWX 2019, September 8-11, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 

PWX 2020, August 30 – September 2, NEW ORLEANS, 
LOUSIANA 

2020 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 19 – 
22, CLEVELAND, OHIO 

PWX 2021, August 29 – September 1, ST. LOUIS, MO 

2021 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 11-
14, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 

PWX 2022, August 28 – 31, CHARLOTTE, NC 
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Membership 
 
Thirty-three (33) chapters are eligible to receive the 
PACE (Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence) this 
year. All 33 will be recognized in Kansas City at the 
Awards Recognition Ceremony.  

The following PACE recipients for 2018 are: Arizona, 
California Central Coast, Central Pennsylvania, Chicago 
Metro, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Kansas, Kan-
sas City Metro, Louisiana, Mid-Atlantic, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Monterey Bay, Nebraska, Nevada, New England, 
New York, New York Metro, North Carolina, Northern 
California, Ohio, Oregon, Sacramento, Silicon Valley, 
South Carolina, Southern California, Tennessee, Texas, 
Ventura, Washington and Wisconsin. 

Chapters are encouraged to have representatives attend 
the Awards ceremony. The event starts at 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday, August 27, in the Kansas City Convention Cen-
ter.  

 

The Alaska, Western Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois, 
Missouri and Southern California chapters are all win-
ners in the annual Chapter Membership Achievement 
Award contest. That means that Region V had two of 
the six winners! The six chapters had the highest per-
centage increase in membership in their respective divi-
sions. The annual contest begins with the start of the 
fiscal year on July 1 and ends on June 30. 

The winning chapters will all receive recognition in the 
In the Works e-newsletter, in the APWA Reporter and 
at PWX, along with a chapter banner patch and a $500 
check to be used for providing educational content for 
their chapter members. 

The Chapter Membership Achievement Award was 
established in 2005 to encourage membership growth 
by honoring chapters showing the largest net increase in 
membership, compared to other chapters in their divi-
sion. 

Divisions (based upon chapter’s number of members as 
of June 30 of previous year): 

100 members or less 
101-200 members 
201-300 members 
301-500 members 
501-850 members 
More than 850 members 
  
Every chapter in good standing is eligible for considera-
tion.  The chapter must have submitted their annual 
budget and financial reports to APWA no later than 
August 1 of the previous year in which the award is 
presented. 

Selection is based on standing in the “Statistics Report - 
By Chapter Size Category” online membership report 
for the end of June. The chapters were put into the cate-
gories based on the membership total of July 1, 2018.  

The Missouri Chapter was top finisher overall with an 
increase in membership for the fiscal year. Missouri 
increased from 585 to 635 members (increase of 
8.55%), in FY 18, edging out Alaska (8.06%) for the 
top spot. 

If you have any questions about membership or the 
Chapter Membership Achievement Award, please con-
tact Brad Patterson at bpatterson@apwa.net or (816) 
595-5263.  The standings are updated on a regular ba-
sis. 

The 2018 Council of Chapters Summer Meeting will 
take place Friday, August 24, and Saturday, August 25, 
at the Kansas City Marriott Downtown.  The following 
Task Forces & Focus Groups will be meeting at the 
2018 Summer Meeting:  

• Advocacy Outreach Task Force 
• APWA Best Practices Roadmap Task Force 
• Chapter Engagement & Satisfaction Survey Task 

Force 
• K-12 Student Outreach Task Force 
• Membership Engagement Focus Group 
• National & Chapter Collegiate Scholarships Task 

Force 
• PACE Awards Criteria Focus Group 
• Promote Committee Nominations Focus Group 
 

The biennial Chapter Leadership Training has been set 

for January 31 - February 1, 2019, in Kansas City. This 
event brings chapter leaders—including presidents, 
presidents-elect, treasurers, membership committee 
chairs and others—to Kansas City where they can interact 
with their peers from all over North America. 

The two-day session provides chapter leaders the oppor-
tunity to understand how chapters and branches work 
with APWA National, the services and resources available 
to chapters from National, and provides an excellent op-
portunity to network with leaders from other chapters. 
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APWA Technical Committees – Explained! 

The American Public Works Association has several 

volunteer committees to assist in the management of 

the association and its work.  The most substantial of 

these are the Technical Committees that deal with spe-

cific public works areas.  APWA Technical Commit-

tees are the “centers of expertise” for the assigned sub-

ject areas, and their primary purpose is to provide direc-

tion and oversight to programs, services and products 

within the technical area of expertise in support of the 

strategic plan and APWA goals and objectives.   

Technical Committees are responsible for articles in 

every issue of the Reporter, PWX/Snow Conference 

presentations, Click, Listen & Learn webinars, APWA 

Publications, and support of APWA Certification pro-

grams for fleet, stormwater and construction inspection.  

Technical Committee and Task Force Mission State-

ments: 

Asset Management Task Force  

To support APWA members that operate, improve and 

maintain public works and infrastructure through advoca-

cy, education, resource development, and member engage-

ment in the field of asset management.  

Emergency Management Committee  

To provide APWA members with resources and a forum 

for exchanging and developing ideas, knowledge, and 

technologies for, mitigating from, preparing for, respond-

ing to, and recovery from all hazards (manmade and natu-

ral disasters). The committee also intends to foster recog-

nition of public works’ important role (s) in emergency 

management.                             

Engineering and Technology Committee   

To encourage sharing and application of knowledge 

about engineering and technology and advancing these 

practices in public works, pursuing APWA’s mission to 

develop and support the people, agencies, and organiza-

tions that plan, build, maintain and improve our commu-

nities.  

 Facilities and Grounds Committee 

The mission of the Facilities and Grounds Committee of 

the APWA is to provide APWA members with the re-

sources for exchanging and developing ideas, infor-

mation, skills, knowledge, and technologies for the oper-

ation, management, and maintenance of public build-

ings, grounds, and parks.  The committee also recom-

mends and advances APWA policies and positions con-

cerning public facilities and grounds issues. 

Fleet Services Committee   

The Fleet Services Committee’s mission is to support 

excellence in fleet management, through advancing the 

leadership, education and promotion of fleet proficiency 

to APWA members, agencies and organizations. 

Leadership & Management Committee   

To advance Public Works professionalism through re-

search, application and advocacy of innovative leadership 

and best management practices. To provide resources to 

public works professionals in management and leadership. 

Solid Waste Management Committee   

The Solid Waste Management Committee serves its mem-

bers by supporting APWA's role as the recognized leader 

in public works by providing its members with the re-

sources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, 

skills, knowledge, and technologies for the operation, 

management, and maintenance of solid waste facilities. 

Transportation Committee   

To provide APWA members with resources for exchang-

ing and developing ideas, information, skills, knowledge, 

and technologies for the advancement of APWA’s trans-

portation objectives and to develop and promote environ-

mentally sound, sustainable, cost effective, and safe sys-

tems that enhance the livability and quality of life in our 

communities through active public involvement. 

Utilities and Public Right-of-Way Committee   

Provides education and information raising awareness 

about utility-related issues and promoting the best use of 

the public rights-of-way. 

Water Resources Management Committee   

On behalf of APWA members, we promote and provide 

education on best management practices for water re-

sources to achieve resilient and sustainable systems. 

For more information, contact Deanne Cross, Senior Edu-

cation Manager, at dcross@apwa.net or 816-595-5216.  

 



  

 

 

For Your Convenience 
Below is the updated contact information for each of the Technical committees .    
  
 
COMMITTEE CHAIR                   BOARD LIAISON  STAFF LIAISON 
 
Asset Management Task Force Toby Rickman Dave Lawry Rita Cassida 
 trickma@co.pierce.wa.us dlawry@schaumburg.com rcassida@apwa.net 
 
Emergency Management                    Phil Mann                 Stan Brown Rita Cassida 
              mannpr@cityofgainesville.org     sbrown@cityofoakwood.net             rcassida@apwa.net 
 
Engineering & Technology Chris Koenig  David Lawry  Matt Harper 
 Chris.koenig@hdrinc.com dlawry@villageofschaumburg.com mharper@apwa.net 
 
Facilities & Grounds Mark Whitfield Mary Joyce Ivers Matt Harper  
 mwhitfield@milford-de.gov mjivers@ci.ventura.ca.us mharper@apwa.net 
 
Fleet Services Darryl Syler Mary Joyce Ivers Matt Harpern 
 jsyler@dublin.oh.us mjivers@ci.ventura.ca.us mharper@apwa.net  
 
Leadership & Management Chas Jordan Stan Brown Matt Harper 
 cjordan@largo.com sbrown@cityofoakwood.net mharper@apwa.net  
 
Solid Waste Management Michael Foote Bill Spearman Matt Harper 
 Michael.foote@readingpa.gov billspearman@embarqmail.com mharper@apwa.net 
 
Transportation  Gary Strack Kathleen Davis Rita Cassida 
 gary.strack@skw-inc.com davisk@wsdot.wa.gov rcassida@apwa.net 
 
Utility and Public Right-of-Way Al Field David Lawry  Rita Cassida 
 Al.field@alfield-assoc.com dlawry@villageofschaumburg.com rcassida@apwa.net  
 
Water Resources Management David Mason Bill Spearman  Rita Cassida 
              masond@cdmsmith.com     billspearman@embarqmail.com       rcassida@apwa.net  
 
 

Rich Berning, PE 

APWA Region V Director 

10 Beachview Lane 

Springfield IL 62712 

(217) 494-9946 (cell) 

(217) 529-7833 (home) 


